


Precision over Simelicity

Table 1: Perfectly understandable data,

X y
1| 1.234 01

2 | de-1 2.3 e AT
3 4]. X 10_2 3 E6:— ° ® Data i
410.000041 | 6.0 | - _

=
5 4 _

 audience is smart enough to interpret - |
numbers E 5L _
o Dijkstra sez: ‘A picture may be wortha 2- ¢ -

thousand words, but a table is wortha ~ |
thousand pictures.’ 1 5 -

IOfOI | I0?2I | IOLLI | I0?6I | IOf8I | I1.0I | I1.2I

’ ' ipti | for X D i
* or maybe not, but who’s counting? Descriptive Label for X Data [units|



Precision over Simelicity

Table 1: Perfectly understandable data,

X y
1| 1.234 01

: 2 | Je-1 2.3 i T
3141x1072[3. | . :
4 10.000041 | 6.0 | _

e~
T T T

e audience is smart enough to interpret
numbers

w
LI I I

Descriptive Label for Y Data [units]

DO
1 1 T 1

e Dijkstra sez: ‘A picture may be worth a
thousand words, but a table is worth a
thousand pictures.’

—_
1 T 1T

[T S [ T [T S
0.6

Descriptive Label for X Data [units]

* or maybe not, but who’s counting?



Dont ever let anyone tell you to cut stuff out of
you’re talk because how will the audience know
what your talking about if you dont say it explicitly?

e forget what i said before, the audience needs everything spellled out for them
 if you dont tell them exactly why you’re smart and your ideas are smart, how will they know to praise You?

* Don’t forget to include as much technical detail as possible — you cant let the audience leave with the
wrong conclusion! For example, did you know that | spent exactly 5 hours, 42 minutes and 38 seconds on
this slide alone? In fact, | was stationed at the following coordinates (lat = 1, long = 2), using a 2013
MacBook Pro with an 11” screen and Retina display that | bought in 2014 with money that | earned from
helping my mom pull weeds.

* run on sentences are totally ok because honestly theres only so much real estate on a given slide so you really
need to pack in all the info that you can because otherwise the audience wont know that you did a lot of work
and that you know like sooo much stuff and what’s the point of working so much if people don’t know you
worked so much?

* it’s ok to read stuff directly off your slides! that way the audience knows that you’re saying the same things the
slides do
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Go for Sty[e, not substance
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® I was actually supbpbosed to put an unportant plot here but S forgot
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Don't let the audience get distracted

® Don’t make eye contact —this invites engagement
with the audience

® speak softly, so everyone can concentrate on your
text, not your words

® don’t be excitable or funny!

® |aser pointers help you to focus the eyes of the
audience - use them all the time!!!



Preparation makes for bad talks

o Click to add text



No need to introduce slides

e your audience should be paying attention anyway!
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References aren’t important

e But, here’s a good one that has pretty much all the
answers you need: really good database



http://people.virginia.edu/~bfw5cd/

