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AAS says…

 “As science professions go, astronomy is a relatively small field, with about 6,000 

professional astronomers in North America.”

 ~100 institutes offering PhD degree in Astronomy

 Assume career lifetime of 40 years

 6,000 jobs / 40 years / 100 institutes = 1.5 job per year per institute



Even worse…

 “Most professional astronomers (about 55 percent) are either faculty members at 

universities and colleges, or affiliated with universities and colleges through observatories 

and laboratories.”

 Only 1.65 out of 10 of us



1. You do not have to stay in academia



Bruce said…

 ____% of the jobs were filled in internally

Huge number

0 < x < 100

Geometric mean = 0 × 100 = 0



Bruce said…

 ____% of the jobs were filled in internally

Huge number

1 < x < 100

Geometric mean = 1 × 100 = 10



2. Networking

 Go to meetings/conference/workshops

 Get letter writers

 Know your collaborators

Wait… What if I don’t have a network 



3. Know where to find jobs

 AAS Job Register

 https://jobregister.aas.org/

 Astrobetter Rumor Mill

 http://www.astrobetter.com/wiki/Rumor+Mill

https://jobregister.aas.org/
http://www.astrobetter.com/wiki/Rumor+Mill


4. Qualify yourself



4. Qualify yourself

Free developer plan!Ad



5-8. Build skills

 Teaching and administration skills

 Communication skills

 Presentation skills

 Technical skills

 ARCS offers summer workshop every year

 Python, C++, Fortran, scientific visualization, 

high performance computing, parallel 

programming

You are here

Ad



9. Present yourself to others

 Personal website

 Good CV

 Write proposals

 Publish papers



10. Learn to interview

 Prepare and practice

 Google interview questions

 Learn about the department/company

 Know everything about your CV

 Give a job talk/chalk talk/teaching demonstration



Top-10 list

 Open mind to change

 Networking

 Know where to find jobs

 Qualify yourself

 Build skills

 Teaching and administration skills

 Communication skills

 Presentation skills

 Technical skills

 Present your self to others

 Learn to interview
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