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Discussion	  Outline	  

•  General	  skills	  necessary	  for	  all	  jobs	  
•  PreparaKon	  now	  for	  future	  job	  searches	  
•  Skills	  needed	  for	  job	  hunKng	  
•  Most	  important	  skills	  	  



General	  Job-‐Ge'ng	  Skills	  

•  Interpersonal	  Skills	  
– Group	  meeKngs,	  subject	  specific	  meeKngs,	  TA	  
work,	  etc.	  

•  CommunicaKon	  Skills	  
– PresentaKons,	  poster	  sessions,	  conferences	  

•  CriKcal	  Thinking	  Skills	  
– Classwork,	  general	  research,	  public	  outreach	  



General	  Job-‐Ge'ng	  Skills	  (cont)	  

•  Personal	  Development	  
– Your	  CV	  should	  show	  how	  you	  have	  developed	  as	  
your	  career	  has	  progressed	  

•  PresentaKon	  Skills	  
– Ties	  in	  with	  communicaKon	  skills,	  learn	  how	  to	  
use	  powerpoint,	  pracKce	  through	  other	  means	  

•  Leadership	  
– Grant	  proposals,	  research	  projects,	  outreach	  
events,	  community	  service,	  etc.	  



PreparaKon	  Now	  for	  Future	  Job	  Ops	  

•  Networking	  
– Go	  to	  meeKngs/conferences,	  get	  le7er	  writers,	  know	  
your	  collaborators	  	  

•  Write	  proposals,	  write	  papers,	  work	  your	  CV	  
•  Build	  technical	  skills	  
–  Programming,	  mathemaKcal	  experKse,	  
instrumentaKon,	  etc.	  

•  A7end	  workshops	  
•  Build	  Teaching	  skills	  
–  TA	  work,	  public	  outreach,	  summer	  professorships	  



Job	  HunKng	  Skills	  

•  What	  are	  you	  looking	  for	  
–  Post-‐doc,	  faculty	  posiKon,	  science	  management,	  
science	  staff,	  etc.	  

•  Where/when	  should	  you	  start	  looking	  
– AAS	  Job	  Register:	  

•  	  h7ps://jobregister.aas.org	  
– Astrobe7er	  Rumor	  Mill:	  

•  	  h7p://www.astrobe7er.com/wiki/Rumor+Mill	  

•  266	  Current	  posKngs	  
– Astro	  jobs	  Facebook	  page	  



AAS	  Job	  Register	  

Astrobe7er	  Rumor	  Mill	  



Job	  HunKng	  Skills	  (cont)	  

•  Create	  a	  clear	  and	  coherent	  plan	  
– Should	  have	  Kme	  to	  “personalize”	  every	  
applicaKon	  you	  plan	  on	  sending	  in	  

– Know	  when	  the	  prize	  fellowship	  deadlines	  occur	  
(last	  year	  –	  11/5/15)	  
•  Good	  prep	  for	  post-‐doc	  prep,	  CV	  refinement,	  etc.	  

– Know	  well	  ahead	  of	  Kme	  when	  applicaKon	  
deadline	  occurs.	  Remind	  le7er	  writers.	  Remind	  
le7er	  writers	  again.	  Then	  for	  good	  measure,	  
remind	  your	  le7er	  writers	  



Job	  HunKng	  Skills	  (cont)	  

•  Learn	  how	  to	  interview	  
– PracKce	  and	  prepare	  
– Plenty	  of	  advice	  online,	  learn	  what	  to	  trust	  
– Ask	  around	  with	  people	  you	  trust	  
– Consider	  doing	  job-‐talks	  

•  Create	  a	  website	  to	  easily	  demonstrate	  your	  
skills	  to	  potenKal	  employers	  

•  Give	  plenty	  of	  talks	  at	  mulKple	  universiKes	  
•  Build	  a	  good	  CV	  



My	  Top	  Job	  Ge'ng	  Skills	  List	  

•  Networking	  
•  Building	  a	  good	  CV	  
•  Knowing	  when	  and	  where	  to	  apply	  
•  Give	  plenty	  of	  talks	  
•  Build	  technical	  skills	  
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