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• Responsibilities internal to science (professional ethics)

• Proper data management, academic integrity, proper treatment of live subjects

• Responsibilities external to science

• Mitigating risks (e.g. mapping flu genome)

• Participating in public policy

• Communicating science to the public





INTERNATIONAL SOURCES

• International Council for Science (ICSU)

• Freedoms and responsibilities of scientists

• Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

• Science as public trust

• Overall emphasis on the fact that the internal responsibilities of scientists to 
science itself are also responsibilities to society as a whole

• Public communication and public policy are always mentioned



http://www.smbc-comics.com/index.php?id=2126
http://www.smbc-comics.com/index.php?id=2126


THOUGHTS ON THIS COMIC?

• Responsibility to do good science responsibly

• Responsibility to do cutting-edge science? Who defines “cutting-edge?”

• Responsibility to represent science accurately

• Responsibility to inspire and encourage the next generation to study science

• Responsibility to “meet people where they are” with science communication 
– this is a comic, not a journal article

• Responsibility to respect your audience when you are explaining your work 
or the need for your work
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